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GenTLzs READER, 


ArsTzr Balan the Poſt of the Palatinate + 
| lately deccaſed in Zondon, I confeſle, did 
bring many priuate Letters from his pri- 
7 uate Friends in Heidelberg, Mainhem, and Franken- 
dale to men of honour and worth in England, yea, 
London it ſelfe, which I make no doubt, paſſe 
through ſo many mens hands, that without que- 
ſtion, ſome nimbie finger hath eirher caughtthem 
to tranſlate, or brought them to the Preſſe, ſo that. 
now to expoſe Newes out of the Palatinate would 
eyther ſeeme a needlefle labour, or vnprofitable 
worke: Notwithſtanding becauſe varietic hath an 
calie paſſage amongſt men, I haue for thy ſake 
changed the place, and the Newes, not that I pre- 
ſume of my proportion of knowledge, which 
commeth not within the faſt holding hands of a= 
nother : bnt becauſe I would not hide my Talent 
in a Napkin,norkeepe this foſter Childe too long, 
like a wanton hanging vpon the breft, when it 
hath firength enough ro be weaned, and goe a- 
broad, Here then you ſhall have a Lertcr from 
Midleburgh,written mn the French tongue,and tran- 
ſlated, as you ſhall find, reJating tome thing tou- 
ching Sluce in Flaunders ; and many things con= 
ccraing the affayres of Europe, cſpecially, theſe 
tumultuous parts, which by this time in former 
times had beene ſubie& to the curſe of Bell, Booke, 
and Candell-buc T-wonld not willingly dcale with 
curſes, and therefore as a blefhng ſrom God to oy 
er=, 
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derftand the Truth from honeſt Relations, I thus 
fall to the buſineſſe, and tell you, what the Letter- 
told me. 


Q 1x, having occaſion andopportunitie to write 
vnto you, and withalla convenient meſſenger 
ro ſend my Letters by, I could nor chooſe bar ac- 
quaint you with ſome occurrences, that haue 
pailed in the Countrey of Flanders, and borders 
of Slace, cſpecialiy of that attempt, which Dow 
73igo Governour of the Cittadel of Antwerpe, 
made inthe behalfe ofthe Archdxches vpon thoſe. 
ſconces, and fences, wherein ſhee repined, that 
the States of the Low-Countreys were intereſted, 
ſothat with an Army of 7. or: 8000. allons, and 
Spaniards, ſending one party towards Dy ſendike : 
and another againſt S* Cateline, a fort builded and 
poſſeſſed by the States, both which hee had in a 
maner devoured inconceit before hce came, and 
ſo reſolved to enter vpon the Countrey of Caſ/ant, 
and poſleſſe ſome of the holds by which he might 
come with eaſe vpon the Dzike, whereupon hee 
builded there a Fortand put a garriſon therein for 
the better maintenance ofthe place: and this hee 
did , when his Excellency the Prince of Orenge 
watched Spinola's Army by Weſell, ſuppoling to: ' 
divert him from following Sp#»olaany further,and 
that he wopld returne with his forces to the ſince. 
couring of Slace,that Spimola might hane the eaſier 
paſſage into Freeſlande, and other places in the 
States iuriſdition : but thankesbeto God all this 
preparation and intendment was fruſtrated : For 


the 


(3) 


the God of battailes did fightfor vs, and ſo much 
raine fel] faddenly in thoſe parts; that the Soul- 
dicrs-conld not march wich their Armes, nor the 
Countrey admit cither of horſe or cart. 

By which occatton,the States had leifure to-ſup- 
pry the wants of the Towne, {cnd more men into 
che garriſon, repaire rhe decayed places, and pro- 
videfor fature danger: Beſides, Spizola was dilap- 
pointedof his purpoſes, for his Excellency did. 
not ſtirre, but atrcnded his -proccedinges all rhe 
time of their lying in. the field, and he gor nothing. 
thereby, bur the conſuming. of a brave Armie 
with-cold and fickneſſe : For althorgh they at- 
rempted Galzck in the midit of Winter, and loſt 
many.men b=fore it, yerall they could doc, was to 
have it ſarrendred by compoſition, and the States 
were glad, they eſcaped ſo inthe firſt yeere of their 
fury after the peace: SO Graue van Henrick rooke 
poſſeſhon of the Towne for Spinela, and Spinels 
reryred to garriſon withour doing any memorable 
ation, or enterpriſe, Ez 

When the Winter fell our ſo hard, and that Dox 
Tries ſaw allaccidentsto croſle his pretences, as 
' Tanvary to proue extraodinary wer, his men to die 
of fickneile, and. his Souldicrs ro- be {laine with 
the Cannon, heerctired with ch oſethar were left 
. to: Amtwerpe, and: onely remoucd his forta little 
nearer, and ſo deparred forthartime, ſome ſay, 
with loſſe' of $00. men: When the Szates knewe 

of his retyring,and that Caſ/a»tand the forts round 
about were releaſed from this imminent danger, 
they called a Councell of Warre, and found FRE 
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the fafety of Siuce dependedonthe ſeenritie, and 
maintaining the forts, which ifthe Enemy by any, 
meanes could poſſefle, the Towne were quickly 
wonne, and all they had in Flanders, loft, which 
for divers reaſons they would not conſent vnro, 
becauſe Sluce was a haven of importance, bot: 
to watch the coaſts and the ſhipping of 0/fexd,and - 
Daxkirck, and alſo to aftoord them footing fora 
fairer paſſage into other places of the Countrey, 
which when they conſidered, they reſolved to cut 
the dikes,and open ccrtaine paſſages on the banks, 
whereby the Sea might come in, to drowne the 
Countrey, and intercept the Enemie from ſurpri- 
ling the forts. Es 
This councell was taken, and determined on, 
the other yecre, but not put in praRile, till the 
endof February laſt, in which time and imploy- 
ment, the Boorcs of the Countrey(who were con- 
tributors to the Safes) ſpent great paines, though | 
the end turned much to their preiudice, as looſing + 
their lands fora time: they began behind the for 
of Saint Catellize, and ſodiſperſed themfelues to 
Crines, Saint Margarite, Saint Teronimo, Saint 
Tawies, the Hermitage, and all the forts and holds 
round about : when the water began to come in, 
then they made ſure Rouſellares, Hollands dike,and 
many fortifications on the other fide, which might 
. be preiudiciall ro the maine buſineſle, fo that at 
laſt, this part of the Countrey of Flayders was 0- 
uerſpread with water, and many Villagesabando- 
.nedof the Inhabitants, 
— Monſieur de Haetin was Gouernour of Sluces, 
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and aduentured on this Enterpriſe with x4. or x5: 
hundred Souldiers ; he had many braue Gaptaincs* 
and expert Enginers with him,who performed the 
worke in ſuch a manner, that euery Fortand place 
of ſecuriric was prelerued well enough from the 
inundation,but other places;as the Sea wonne the 
round, cuen to Yeclo and Buſcams Fell, came day | 
y day vnder water, thetruth is,they cfteemed the, 
blood of ſo many braue Souldiers farreaboue the 
Lands and Countrics of ſo many Pcſants ; Note 
withſtanding all this, it was abſolutely giuen our, 
that the enemy would beſiege &/xce, and for a be- 
ginning,moſt part of the Armie,andfoure Cornets 
of Horlc were comming from Gaunt and Antwerp, 
nay, therumor went, that they would aſſaulc Bre- 
daw and Berger, and fo hane three Armies a foote 
at once, belides the Garriſons at Gzlick, vnder the 
command of Graue Vas Henrick: and IVeſell vnder 
Don Velaſco : but forall this the States ſtir not their 
garriſons,nor prepare(for any thing I ſee)to make 
ſuch oppoficion;onely they are reſolued to defend 
Sluce, as they did 0ftend, and make it a worke of ay 
great labour, coſt, and toile ; which hath made 
chem to fortific Caſ/avt,S* Cataline,and other places 
ftanding now vpon a guard of circumſpeRion,and 

reparing ſhips, and men of warre, that the hauen 
be neither blocked vp, nor ſurpriſed. 
But ſurely,theſe be reports, although we vnder. 
Rand, there ſhall many Yeluxtaries be licenſed. our 
of Exgland,toattend the ſeruice of the Arehducheſs, 
and fill yp the Regiments of the Earlcof 4rg;toand 
Tyrone, whoare here intertained, as' made to be- 
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lecuce, how meritorious it is to propagate and de- 
fend the. Catholicke Religion bur of tharT-wilk 
ſpeake no'mort; Forit-is- neither argument; nor 
raking vp of Armes, will take vs out the leſſon of 
Truth, withoura ſupernaturall powet, and-a fu- 
- pernaturall worke of Gods ſpirit. And for the Low: 
Countries, that God, that hath:made them hither-: 
toſo'rich and renowned; will not forſake them,ilk 
they forſake him, and his Religion. es; 
. . Whilethis Comick Tragedy was in aRting in 
the Low Countries, the Newes came our of Ger- 
wap), thatall things ſucceeded well inthe behalfe 
_ ofthe King of Bohemiz, who with his Queencelay 
fill at the Zage. And alchongh neucr ſuch a diſs 
joynted bufineſſe was heard off, conſidering euery 
thing; yetas you ſee ariſing Sunne diſpell a.ya- 


pouring Cloud, comfort pretented her-ſclfe; and: 
now,cuennow,there is hope of the reintegratis of 
_ his Forrunes. As for the report of his raking ſhips 
pingat Erchu/en,ſome ſay,with few,ſome ſay,with. 
more, ſome with one ſhip, ſome ſay; ro Denmarke;, 
fome,to Am{ferdanm,and ſlome,to Srode, I fay, there 
was noſuch matter ;and the ſarpriſing of a fhip to. 

make him a diſguiſed Paſſenger therein, is buta. - 
k&tion. It may be;that both ſome. wifhed him-ro- 


doc f0,and/he himfelfe mightralke of ſuch an ens 
terpriſe, but there are greater bulineſſes in hand; 
and he muſt attend an-opportunitic, which no kyu-. 

. mane pollicie can either yet apprehend, or-pre-- 
ſcribe : but tothe purpoſe, + $50 
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_ ... Count Manſjeilahath g. or 10thouſand Horſe; | 
and 30.thouſand-Foote;. He hatliruined'and pil 
hs irs | "laged; 


Jagea; 2s I may fay, the Biſhopricke of Spires; He 
bach ſpoiled che Catholiques in.Zeopaladis Connsz. 
tries, and in a manner taken the poſſcſhon of all 
. himſelfe;he hath proceeded as farreas S7raburgh, 
_-andin many places where he comes; :redegmerh 
their peacedor great ſurmes ofmoney,vfingthem 
gently that have ſtood XYewters;and afſleſhing thoſe 
| Countries at great rates, whole Biſhops and Lords 
haue bin abſolute enemies rothe King of Boberra. 
_ Atthispreſcnt, hc is returned into the lower Pala- 
#yate,and by the way ſurpriſed the ſtrong Caſtle of 
. Magaenboxrg, (cituated within the Biſhopricke of 
S$prers, and(as it ſhould ſeeme) was his Magazin, 
and treaſure houſe : for here he found.grear'ſtorc 
of filuerand gold,as a Fort,whether moſt ofthe in-. 
habitanrs brought their wealth, and a place of ſe- 
curitie, and honeſt account for the rendition. 
They alſo write from Franckford, that Count 
'Aansfeild hath had of them,” and their Burgers  - 
rſt and laſt 60000077x dellers: and that Monſieur 
Tilly, Generall vnder the Duke of Bavaria, hath 
motioned the Marquefle of Durlzch to demoliſh 
.and pull downerthe greatFortrefſe which ſtands 0+ 
yer /lſe, oratleaft'is ſcituared by the rivers fide, 
whoreturned anſwere, thatthe Fort wasthe guard 
of his Countrey, and a fortified place to intercept 
_-all enemies, and if he-cametorob and ſpoyle his 
| rok or in hoſtile manncr to deftroy his hou= 
Fs, hee woula defend them withall the force hee 
was able, and prepare himſelfe to the oppoſition : 
 Inlike maner the Emperovurſentto' the Duke of 
 #irteabergh, that hee would have him attcnd his 
Ps, ma Imperiall 
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Imperiall Maicſtic,with the 


preſently ro march toward eidelberg. Wirtenberg 
\ replied, that it was true,he had muſtred his Soul- 
diers, but not for his owne wilfulnes,or ambition, 


but by the adviſe and conſent of his Subices for. 


to defend and guard his Country,following there- 
in the advertiſement of the Princes of rhe Y »jop, 
who began now to aſſume new courapes, and with 
whom hce would liveand dye, and > it ſhoulde 
ſeerae,the Emperour was not onely aftrighted with 
 thisanſwere, as fearing the deſcrtion'of the Noe 
bilitie,, but irrefolute what courſe ro take, as 


£ 


low revenge; and he ſaw apparantly many fignes 
ofthe King of Bohemia*sreconery. 

In the meane ſpace, Count Mansfcild had ad- 
vertilemeht, that Monſteur Ty had taken divers 
 dorps;andvillages, of retyring vato, ſo neere Hej- 
&elberg, thatthey: yer were afraid onely torelicue 
his Armie for wantof viftuall and proviſion, that 
the Fame went, hee had beſieged the fame, and 
many well-willers pitticd their diſtreſſe : where. 
upon with aſmall partofhis Artmie hee haftened 


toward Mainhem, and cametoa Bridge which Ge- 


nerall Yere had made oucr the &hixe, but the wa- 
ters were {ſo deepe, hee could not yertpaſſe, which 
ſome tmpute to-Tillies good Fortune, who hea» 
ring of Count Maxsfeilds approach, and ſuſpeing 
his owne weakenes, to encounter with fo puiſſant 
an Enemic, retired his forces into Sprers, and did 
not goe forward to. Heidelberg, whereupon the laſt 


_ Lerters 


forces he had raiſed of | 
ſend themro the ayd of Monſieur 7Ti/ly, who was | 


knowing by experience, that bloodſhed muſt fol- | 


©. - 
Eetrers from Franckfort,and Collen, affured vs,that 
Heidelberg was relieved, and ſupplyed both with 
- men, proviſion, and munition, and Count Mas/- 
feild was departed toward Oppenheim and Ments, 
where he quire defeated the Biſhop, and poſſeſſerth 
himſelfe of his Cittic, and Territories, which was 
ealie to be done : For Mexts (ro confeſle the truth) 

Is at old ruinous towne, without any great ſupply, 

or fortification. Here then as yet he remaines, bur 

ſome hauetold vs the cauſc,chart hetarricth for his 

Ordinance, and then he reſolueth to affault 0p- 

penheims, and drivethe Sparyards out of the Palats- 

nate, if the Countrey can but (tſtaine him a while. 

_ Thus hath herunneabout,in a Mattachenedaune, 

from the Palatinate to Spires, from Spires to Elſar, 

or Leopaldis his Conntrey, from thence to Ments, 

from Ments to Strasburg, from Strasburg to Loa 

raine, from Loraine to Leopalaus againe, from Leoz 

N paldisto Spires, from Spiresto the Palatinate, from 
the Palatinateto Mepts, and I hope from Aents to 

Oppenheim : And ſo much for Count M a n s- 

FEILD. 
On the other fide, the Duke Chri/tzan of Brunſ- 

wick doth wonderfully ruinc and pillage the coun- 

trey of the Biſhop of Czlen,and taketh many pla- 

ces for his refuge, eucn as farre as Zafiicenſe, whi- 

ther the Biſhop ſent his forces,vnder the command 

of Grane Hendrick van den bergh,but before he had 

| beene a moneth in the Countrey, the Duke of 

< Brunſwick encountred with him, and gaue hima 

ſore defeat ; for he flew ſeauen hundred horſe and 
foote, tooke fiuc hundred priſoners, carried a 


way 
two 
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two handred Wagons, and ſurpriſed a great nuts pn 
ber of Armes ; belides three Cornets, or Pegons 


of Hor(& and fourc Coullors, all which he ſent to 
theKing of Bohemito the Hage, and lo therumor 
is, that this was another skirmiſh,thea thathe had 
with Monficur Tilly, but Ithinke, it was one and 
the ſame, how cuer men are mil[-taken in ſetting 
downe the names of the Commanders. ' + - 

_ When his ations thus thriucd, and his buſines 
cameto ſo happie a period, heretreated to Patter= 
born, to his brother the Biſhop of Habber ſtadt where 
he attended the King of Bohemia's direftions how 
to-procced. Here againe ariſeth another queſtion, 


 whetherthis Duke of Bruxſwick be not the ſame 


Biſhop : For ſome will have but two brothers: 
{ome againe will have three, amongft whom the 


Biſhop is the yongeſt : wherher ir be (0, or no, I 


will not diſpute; Sure I am, that this-yong Prince 
154 Gallant Gentleman, and bcing ſo neare of kin 
vnto the Queenc of Bohemia, will tor her ſake pro- 
ſecure the Papiſts with firc and (word, and looketh 
aſter Prague with a reſolution to cxtirpate. thoſe 
'Trayrtors, that hanec failed the King of Bohemia for 
their owne priuate-temporizing, when they had 
eleted-him King, and inveſted him with royaltie 
for ws publicke good of Chrifiendome : but to pros 
£ccd, DEED 
T his Newes was likewiſe confirmed by Letters 
from Amſterdam, wherein was added, that the Bats 
taile was fought neere the Towne of Souſf,where= 
in the Duke of Branſwick flew aboue: a thouſand; 
tooke many priſoners, and augmented his Armie 
: - 
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vo tweluethouſand foot,and foure thouſand horſes 
_ whomhe hath quarterediin the land of 21a»ſter, 
watching the Biſhop of Collezgye in Berchlanr, and 
 allthe Provinces and parts of his Dioceſes, fo that 
theſePrinces, Eccleſiaſticall Elefors,haue written 
both-to the -ope, Emperor, and King of Spajne,con- 
ccrning their preſent aiſtreſſc, and fearc of future 
' miſchicfe; if lome betcer order be not taken with 
the warre, nay, they have writ, that-the Duke of. 
Saxony himſclte is not ſo forward,nor well pleated 
as hewas ; yctſtandgeth firme forthe Emperor, as in- 
decd the oncely prop of his glory. Por if cuer he 
fhonld be diuertcd, I am perfwaded, both the 
warres of Germany and Frazce, would be eyther 
quickly determined, orby degrees mitigated. 
The.lame Letters report, that the King of Bohe- 
m1ia's Tents, Carriages, Baggage, andothcr ptouts 
fion for the warre, and a Campe, are come already 
to Amferdam,and {o togocto Breme, and thereto: 
wy expect the King and Queenes comming, who-'are: 
determined to find ont their Cozen of Brunfirich,. 
and ſo to goe direRly to the Palatinete, both to 
cleare his Countrey of the Spanyardes, and to: 
ſend backe againethe Bazariens, as Count Manſ< 
feild hall enforme him, how the Countrey'is able 
to (uftaine his Army. Batthis, or what ſocuerelſe 
they determine, will aske {ome time: Forir is a. 
great March, betweene the Hage and Heidelberg, 
though they haue no interception, and according 
ro Lettcrs out of Exglazd, itis not required, or ex-- 
pected, that the Kingof Boh:mia ſhould yer core 
into the Pala/inate in perſon, what ſhall happen by 
FOE Gods: 
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Gods grace you ſhall be partgkers of, inthe meang 
while, from hence aroſe(queſtionles)that report of 
the King of Bohemia's going from the Hage, bur 
| Iam pertwaded, you thall heare of other Newes 
within this moneth,by thattime the Emperors Em 
baſſador is returned outof England. 
They doe write alſo ſrom Yienna, and Auſtria, 

_ thatthe Twrkes will once againe haue warre with 
the Polonians, as pretending they deceived him in 
the lat peace, and that one Baptiſta had meerely 
corrupted the Baſſ/hawes,and thertore vpon caſting 
vp anew account, the youthfull 0/maz will onee 

_ againe make triall of a better Fortune, for which 
purpoſe he ſent from Ardrinopolis 60000. T artars 
and Terkes, to the diſpoſing ofthe Baſſhaw of Ba» 
aa, for the inualion of Polangon that fide of Huxe 

But ſome ay plainely, that they are vnited to 

Bethelew Gabor, and the Marquels of 1eggendorff, 

and begin alreadicto infeſt and ſpoile the Emperors 

Countries,ſorhat he muſt be enforced totake ſome 
berrer order with the affaires of Ewrope. Yet hath 

Bethelem Gabor writ to the Emperor for renewing of 

leagues, and compatts on cuery ſide,bur eſpecially 
for thereſtoring oftheKing of Bohemia ro his ho- . 
ors, and inheritances ; and that he ſhould not ſo 
much relic vpon the King of Spazzes plentic of 
treaſure, as the care to auoid the effuſion of blood. 
For the Princes vnited, were reſolucd to renew 
their confederation, maintaine their Religion, 
proſcribe the 7eſuites, and continue the warre, 
which muſt needesdiminiſh the peace and plenty 


of 
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- ofallthe Nations, yea,in time ( like a nener-fatis: 
fied Graue) deuoure the Inhabitants of the earth, 
and leanethe Countries deſolate. _ 
Whatanſwere he meanes to returne, we cannot 
tell, norſhall ſurely know, till they are refolued in 
Spaine ( where there is at this inſtant great prepara- 
tion of a Naule ) how to aſhſt him. In the meane 
while, many Weſtern 7ewes have bcene ſpoyled, 
and {}aine, and their money taken from them z 
ſome ſay, by the SouJdiers, ſome ſay, by the new 
Impoſition at Pragee, where money is ſcant, and 
all things very deere. ren pen 
They of North Holland haue concluded with the 
States,for the ſetting out of theirFleets, and meane 
to goe (ce, what the King of Spaine meanes to doe 
with his : They hauealſo proclaimed a FaQtory in 
the Weſt 77gtes, and will by no meanes ſuffer any 
publique profethon of the Catholique Religion, 
norany Fryer or leſuit, to remaineamongſt them. 
YetI muſt needs ſay, they arc doggcd people, and 
accordingto the moroſitic oftheir breeding, and 
inconucnience of their drinking cuſtomes, the 
Schippers and Sca-faring men will ſay any thing, 
and are very cruell in their preuailings, as ſuppo= 
{ing that all the world hath beene gotten by Con- 
queſt, and the greateſt power is ſtill the maſter ouer 
the weakeſt. 

] doc alſo giue you notice of one certaine Pro- 
poſition amongſtthe reſt, which Count Manſfeild 
maintaineth, that is, the ſwearing of all Gentle- 
mecn that come to him, to be true to the King of 


GT - Bohemia 3 


S oj "= C p * F4 " 8 y - 
& » . - > #& * < 7 I # FP ws 
- - &G* 
- 
: 
- 
—_ 
7 | | 
” 


Bohemia ; For he himſelfe is his profeſſed ſeruant 
 Thusrcqueſting your favour for my prolixity,and 
deſiring your acceptation of my lone and ſervice, 
I humbly take my leaue this 7, of Aprill. x 62 2. 
Stilo novo. 


Eero. rere oro: oro fre 
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Ou ſee ( Gentle Reader ) by this Letter, the 

wrinckled face of Europe, full of troubles, 

vexation, and miſcry.For what can be expec- 
red but durt and (iveart to fill her wrinckles, when 
herKingdomes and Prouinces are full. of warres, 
and tumultuous Armes, yea, death, and deuaſtati- 
on, if ſome gentle breath, or glorious Shnne doe 
not drine away theſe thickning clouds of terror: 
- therethen onely remainethrthis Antidote for theſe 
ſearching Poyſons, that cuery true Chriſtian lifr 
vp hts hands and heart, to the God of mercy, and 
indgement, to extend the one for the propagation 
of his Church and Religion, and manifeſt the 0 


ther, forthe confuſion of Antichriſt and Po» + 


pery ;thar if there be but one Truth, the 
Saints on earth'may apprehend the 
ſamero.their ſaſuarion, as the 
Saints-1n heanen reloyce 
inthe (ame, for their 
hereafter-glort- 
fication. 
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